
 
 

December 1, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Today I will try to be kind and understanding, Lord, so that I might touch the 
hearts of everyone I meet.  I will try to perform a small act of kindness for a 
stranger.  I will go out of my way to make someone’s day easier.  Help me to 
remember that one small, kind gesture today can impact someone’s life 
forever.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Matthew 4:18-22 
 
As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who 
is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were 
fishermen. 
 
He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
 
At once they left their nets and followed him. 
 
He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of 
Zebedee, and his brother John. 
 
They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. 
 
He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father  
and followed him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

December 2, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, I often hear the phrase, “We’re only human.”  We often 
overlook the fact that to be human is a great blessing.  To be human is to love, 
to forgive, to share, to make peace.  Help me, Lord, to embrace the nobility of 
the human condition, remembering that I am good because I am created in 
Your image.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 10:21-24 
 
Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I give you praise, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise 
and the learned you have revealed them to the childlike. 
 
Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. 
 
All things have been handed over to me by my Father. 
 
No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except 
the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.” 
 
Turning to the disciples in private he said, “Blessed are the eyes that see what 
you see. 
 
For I say to you, many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but 
did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

December 3, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Lord, be with us as we navigate a Christmas season during a worldwide 
pandemic.  Many of us will struggle with the changes we must make to keep 
our loved ones safe.  Help us embrace the positive changes – more peaceful 
moments, a greater appreciation for loved ones, simpler celebrations.  May 
peace bloom in our hearts.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Matthew 7:21, 24-27 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 
enter the Kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father 
in heaven. 
 
“Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a 
wise man who built his house on rock. 
 
The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. 
 
But it did not collapse; it had been set solidly on rock. 
 
And everyone who listens to these words of mine but does not act on them 
will be like a fool who built his house on sand. 
 
The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. 
 
And it collapsed and was completely ruined.” 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

December 4, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Today I pray for the missions and ministries of the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate.  While I cannot be physically present to assist the Oblates in 
their lifesaving work, I can remember them in my daily prayers and support 
them to help their mission work continue.  May the Oblates – and those they 
serve – be filled with Christmas joy.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Matthew 9:27-31 
 
As Jesus passed by, two blind men followed him, crying out, “Son of David, 
have pity on us!” 
 
When he entered the house, the blind men approached him and Jesus said to 
them, “Do you believe that I can do this?” 
 
“Yes, Lord,” they said to him. 
 
Then he touched their eyes and said, “Let it be done for you according to your 
faith.” 
 
And their eyes were opened. 
 
Jesus warned them sternly, “See that no one knows about this.” 
 
But they went out and spread word of him through all that land. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

December 5, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Warm my heart, Lord.  Help me to accept new things.  Too often I reject new 
ideas, new people and new opportunities out of fear or even laziness.  Be with 
me when I venture into the unknown and help me to realize that change can 
be good.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5A, 6-8 
 
Jesus went around to all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom, and curing every disease and illness. 
  
At the sight of the crowds, his heart was moved with pity for them because 
they were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd. 
 
Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are 
few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.”  
 
Then he summoned his Twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits to drive them out and to cure every disease and every illness. 
 
Jesus sent out these Twelve after instructing them thus, “Go to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel. 
 
As you go, make this proclamation: ‘The Kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 
  
Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, and drive out demons. 
 
Without cost you have received; without cost you are to give.” 
 
 
 



 
 

December 6, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer - St. Nicholas 
 
On this feast of St. Nicholas I pray for his holy intercession.  May he watch 
over our children day and night.  May their joy and wonder never dim, and 
may their faith endure.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Mark 1:1-8 
 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
 

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: Behold, I am sending my messenger 
ahead of you; he will prepare your way. 
 

A voice of one crying out in the desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths.” 
 

John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

People of the whole Judean countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as 
they acknowledged their sins. 
 

John was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. 
 

He fed on locusts and wild honey. 
 

And this is what he proclaimed: “One mightier than I is coming after me. 
 

I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. 
 

I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 



 
 

December 7, 2020 
 
 
Daily Prayer - St. Ambrose 
 
Lord, You made St. Ambrose an outstanding teacher of the Catholic faith and 
gave him the courage of an apostle.  Raise up in Your Church more leaders 
after Your own heart, to guide us with courage and wisdom. 

 
 
Luke 5:17-26 
 
One day as Jesus was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law, who had come 
from every village of Galilee and Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there, and the 
power of the Lord was with him for healing. 
 

And some men brought on a stretcher a man who was paralyzed; they were trying to 
bring him in and set him in his presence. 
 

But not finding a way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof 
and lowered him on the stretcher through the tiles into the middle in front of Jesus. 
 

When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “As for you, your sins are forgiven.”  
 

Then the scribes and Pharisees began to ask themselves, “Who is this who speaks 
blasphemies? 
 

Who but God alone can forgive sins?” 
 

Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them in reply, “What are you thinking in your 
hearts? 
 

Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 
 

But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”– 
he said to the one who was paralyzed, “I say to you, rise, pick up your stretcher, and 

go home.” 
 

He stood up immediately before them, picked up what he had been lying on, and 
went home, glorifying God. 
 

Then astonishment seized them all and they glorified God, and, struck with awe, 
they said, “We have seen incredible things today.” 
 
 



 
 

December 8, 2020 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
Father, You prepared the Virgin Mary to be the worthy mother of Your 
Son.  You let her share beforehand in the salvation Christ would bring by His 
death, and kept her sinless from the moment of her conception.  Help us to 
live in Your presence without sin.  Amen.  

 
 
Luke 1:26-38 
 
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 

betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was 
Mary.  And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” 
 

But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting 
this might be. 
 

Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name 
him Jesus. 
 

He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his Kingdom there will be no end.” 
 

But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?” 
 

And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy, the Son of God. 
 

And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and 

this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible 
for God.” 
 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according 
to your word.” 
 

Then the angel departed from her. 
 



 
 

December 9, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Watch over all students, Lord.  It is so common to hear about children and 
teenagers being the victims of abuse – not only by their own peers, but also by 
adults, the very people they should be able to confide in and trust.  And now, 
during a pandemic when students are spending more time at home, the risk is 
even greater.  Help us to keep an ever watchful eye on our youngsters, so that 
they might grow into happy, healthy adults.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Matthew 11:28-30 
 
Jesus said to the crowds: “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, 
and I will give you rest. 
 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of 
heart; and you will find rest for yourselves. 
 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

December 10, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, You bless me every day.  Help me to take the time to 
appreciate my blessings and share them with others.  I praise You and thank 
You for all that You do.  Amen. 
  

 
 
 
Matthew 11:11-15 
 
Jesus said to the crowds: “Amen, I say to you, among those born of women 
there has been none greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
Kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  
 
From the days of John the Baptist until now, the Kingdom of heaven suffers 
violence, and the violent are taking it by force.  
 
All the prophets and the law prophesied up to the time of John.  
 
And if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah, the one who is to come.  
 
Whoever has ears ought to hear.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

December 11, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Thank You, Almighty God, for this beautiful day!  May everyone’s eyes be 
opened to Your glory.  I shall praise You all the days of my life, Lord.  Amen. 
  

 
 
 
Matthew 11:16-19 
 
Jesus said to the crowds: “To what shall I compare this generation? 
 
It is like children who sit in marketplaces and call to one another, ‘We played 
the flute for you, but you did not dance, we sang a dirge but you did not 
mourn.’ 
 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they said, ‘He is possessed by 
a demon.’  
 
The Son of Man came eating and drinking and they said, ‘Look, he is a glutton 
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’  
 
But wisdom is vindicated by her works.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

December 12, 2020 
 

 

 

Daily Prayer - Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas, today we pray for your 

intercession.  Protect us and keep us close to God our Father.  Since you are the Virgin Mary 

and Mother of God, obtain for us from your most holy Son the grace of a firm faith and sure 

hope amid life’s uncertainties.  Amen. 

  

 
 

 

Luke 1:26-38 

 

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed 

to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary.  And coming 

to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” 
 

But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
 

Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 

Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. 
 

He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the 

throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom 

there will be no end.” 
 

But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?” 
 

And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of 

God. 
 

And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the 

sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.” 
 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your 

word.” 
 

Then the angel departed from her. 
 



 
 

December 13, 2020 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Gracious God, You have given me so much to be thankful for.  Help me to 
always remember that I am richly blessed.  Watch over those who may be 
struggling to realize what their true blessings might be.  Help them not to 
think of what they don’t have…but what they have before them right 
now.  Amen.  

 
 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
A man named John was sent from God.  He came for testimony, to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. 
 

He was not the light, but came to testify to the light. And this is the testimony 
of John. 
 

When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him to ask him, 
“Who are you?”  He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, “I am not the 
Christ.” 
 

So they asked him, “What are you then? Are you Elijah?”  And he said, “I am 
not.”  “Are you the Prophet?”  He answered, “No.” 
 

So they said to him, “Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who 
sent us?  What do you have to say for yourself?” 
 

He said: “I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘make straight the way 
of the Lord,’” as Isaiah the prophet said.” 
 

Some Pharisees were also sent.  
 

They asked him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ or Elijah 
or the Prophet?” 
 

John answered them, “I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom 
you do not recognize, the one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I 
am not worthy to untie.” 
 

This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 



 
 

December 14, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Father, bless us with peace and understanding.  The year 2020 has been 
difficult for all of us.  Ease our worries and give us hope.  Amen.  
  

 
 
 
Matthew 21:23-27 
 
When Jesus had come into the temple area, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people approached him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority 
are you doing these things? 
 

And who gave you this authority?” 
 

Jesus said to them in reply, “I shall ask you one question, and if you answer it 
for me, then I shall tell you by what authority I do these things.  
 

Where was John’s baptism from? 
 

Was it of heavenly or of human origin?” 
 

They discussed this among themselves and said, “If we say ‘Of heavenly 
origin,’ he will say to us, ‘Then why did you not believe him?’ 
 

But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we fear the crowd, for they all regard John as 
a prophet.” 
 

So they said to Jesus in reply, “We do not know.” 
 

He himself said to them, “Neither shall I tell you by what authority I do these 
things.” 
 
 



 
 

December 15, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
I often feel as if I’m meant to do more.  Lord, I ask You to guide me.  Show me 
the way.  I know there are many ways that I can share Your Word and the 
gifts You have given me, but I need guidance.  Where do I begin?  Help me to 
feel complete.  Amen. 
  

 
 
 
Matthew 21:28-32 
 
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: “What is your 
opinion? 
 

A man had two sons. 
 

He came to the first and said, ‘Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.’ 
 

The son said in reply, ‘I will not,’ but afterwards he changed his mind and 
went. 
 

The man came to the other son and gave the same order. 
 

He said in reply, ‘Yes, sir,’ but did not go. 
 

Which of the two did his father’s will? 
 

They answered, “The first.” 
 

Jesus said to them, “Amen, I say to you, tax collectors and prostitutes are 
entering the Kingdom of God before you. 
 

When John came to you in the way of righteousness, you did not believe him; 
but tax collectors and prostitutes did. 
 

Yet even when you saw that, you did not later change your minds and believe 
him.” 
 



 
 

December 16, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Lord, with Christmas just days away, I pray that you watch over families who 
suffer from unemployment.  May they find that the best gifts are those that 
come from the heart.  I pray that they cherish the time they spend together as 
a family, becoming closer to one another during their time of need.  Amen. 
  

 
 
 
Luke 7:18-23 
 
At that time, John summoned two of his disciples and sent them to the Lord 
to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?” 
 
When the men came to the Lord, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to 
you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?’” 
 
At that time Jesus cured many of their diseases, sufferings, and evil spirits; he 
also granted sight to many who were blind. 
 
And Jesus said to them in reply, “Go and tell John what you have seen and 
heard: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the good news proclaimed to them. 
 
And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me.” 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

December 17, 2020 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

When someone asks me for a Christmas donation, help me to be generous and not look 
back.  When the opportunity arises for me to volunteer to help others, I pray that I accept 
without faltering.  Also, Lord, help me to remember that poor and needy people need help 

throughout the entire year – not just at Christmastime.  Amen.  

 
 
Matthew 1:1-17 
 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
 

 Abraham became the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah 
and his brothers. 

 Judah became the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. 

 Perez became the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of 

Amminadab. 

 Amminadab became the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, Salmon the 

father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab. 

 Boaz became the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth. 

 Obed became the father of Jesse, Jesse the father of David the king. 

 David became the father of Solomon, whose mother had been the wife of Uriah. 

 Solomon became the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father 

of Asaph. 

 Asaph became the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, Joram the 

father of Uzziah. 

 Uzziah became the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of 

Hezekiah. 

 Hezekiah became the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amos, 

Amos the father of Josiah. 

 Josiah became the father of Jechoniah and his brothers at the time of the Babylonian exile. 

 After the Babylonian exile, Jechoniah became the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of 
Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father of Abiud. 

 Abiud became the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor, Azor the father of Zadok. 

 Zadok became the father of Achim, Achim the father of Eliud, Eliud the father of Eleazar. 

 Eleazar became the father of Matthan, Matthan the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of 

Joseph, the husband of Mary. 

 Of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ. 

 
Thus the total number of generations from Abraham to David is fourteen generations; from 

David to the Babylonian exile, fourteen generations; from the Babylonian exile to the 
Christ, fourteen generations. 



 
 

December 18, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Comfort me, Lord, when I am feeling down.  Help me to pull myself up when I 
have trouble feeling Your presence in my life.  Shake me from the depression 
that can so easily cling to me.  Stay by my side always.  Amen. 
  

 
 
 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. 
 

When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. 
 

Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose 
her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly. 
 

Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your 
wife into your home. 
 

For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. 
 

She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.” 
 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 
Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” 
 

When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took his wife into his home. 
 

He had no relations with her until she bore a son, and he named him Jesus. 
 
 

 



 
 

December 19, 2020 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

Lord, too many of Your people will be alone this Christmas.  Help us to reach out to those 
who are alone when the opportunity arises, so that they may know that You – and we – love 
them.  Amen.  

 
 

Luke 1:5-25 
 

In the days of Herod, King of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah of the priestly 

division of Abijah; his wife was from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 
Both were righteous in the eyes of God, observing all the commandments and ordinances of 
the Lord blamelessly. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren and both were 

advanced in years. 
 

Once when he was serving as priest in his division’s turn before God, according to the 
practice of the priestly service, he was chosen by lot to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to 

burn incense. Then, when the whole assembly of the people was praying outside at the 
hour of the incense offering, the angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right of 
the altar of incense. 
 

Zechariah was troubled by what he saw, and fear came upon him. But the angel said to 

him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, because your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth 
will bear you a son, and you shall name him John. And you will have joy and gladness, and 

many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. 
 

He will drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from 
his mother’s womb, and he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.  
He will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah to turn the hearts of fathers toward 

children and the disobedient to the understanding of the righteous, to prepare a people fit 
for the Lord.” 
 

Then Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this?  For I am an old man, and my 

wife is advanced in years.” 
 

And the angel said to him in reply, “I am Gabriel, who stand before God. I was sent to 
speak to you and to announce to you this good news. But now you will be speechless and 
unable to talk until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words, 

which will be fulfilled at their proper time.” 
 

Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah and were amazed that he stayed so long 
in the sanctuary. But when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized 

that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He was gesturing to them but remained mute. 
 

Then, when his days of ministry were completed, he went home. After this time his wife 
Elizabeth conceived, and she went into seclusion for five months, saying, “So has the Lord 
done for me at a time when he has seen fit to take away my disgrace before others.” 



 
 

December 20, 2020 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
O Lord, as I prepare for the upcoming Christmas celebration, help me to 
remember the true meaning of the season…Jesus. I often get overwhelmed 
with shopping lists and decorating, forgetting to slow down and appreciate the 
true meaning of the holiday. Help me to remember that Christmas is not 
about finding the perfect gift, but about finding time to spend with my loved 
ones.  Amen. 

 
 
Luke 1:26-3 
 
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s 
name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with 
you.” 
 

But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 
 

Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. “Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 
name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and 
the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 

But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a 
man?” 
 

And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will 
be called holy, the Son of God.  And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also 
conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called 
barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.” 
 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.  May it be done to me 
according to your word.” 
 

Then the angel departed from her. 



 
 

December 21, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Bless my family, Lord.  I cannot be with them every minute of the day, but my 
thoughts never stray from them.  Watch over them while they commute from 
place to place, especially when roads are slick with ice, snow or rain.  I pray 
that they remain happy and well in Your guiding light.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
Luke 1:39-45 
 
Mary set out in those days and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town 
of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, “Most 
blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
 
And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? 
 
For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in 
my womb leaped for joy. 
 
Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would 
be fulfilled.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

December 22, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Lord, keep me true in the faith, proclaiming that Christ Your Son, Who is one 
with You in eternal glory, became a man and was born of a virgin 
mother.  Keep me from all harm and lead me to the joy of eternal life.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 1:46-56 
 
Mary said: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in 
God my savior for he has looked upon his lowly servant. 
 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: the Almighty has done great 
things for me, and holy is his Name. 
 

He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. 
 

He has shown the strength of his arm, and has scattered the proud in their 
conceit. 
 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the lowly. 
 

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away 
empty. 
 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel for he remembered his promise of 
mercy, the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children 
forever.” 
 

Mary remained with Elizabeth about three months and then returned to her 
home. 
 
 
 



 
 

December 23, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Father, the Virgin Mary conceived and bore Your Son who is called Wonderful 
God, Prince of Peace.  May her prayer, the gift of a mother’s love, be my joy 
through all ages.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 1:57-66 
 
The time came for Elizabeth to have her child, and she gave birth to a son; 
and when her neighbors and relations heard that the Lord had lavished on her 
his faithful love, they shared her joy. 
 
Now it happened that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; 
they were going to call him Zechariah after his father, but his mother spoke 
up. 
 
'No,' she said, 'he is to be called John.' 
 
They said to her, 'But no one in your family has that name,' and made signs to 
his father to find out what he wanted him called. The father asked for a 
writing-tablet and wrote, 'His name is John.' And they were all astonished. 
 
At that instant his power of speech returned and he spoke and praised God. 
 
All their neighbors were filled with awe and the whole affair was talked about 
throughout the hill country of Judaea. 
 
All those who heard of it treasured it in their hearts. 'What will this child turn 
out to be?' they wondered. And indeed the hand of the Lord was with him. 
 
 
 



 
 

December 24, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Father, You revealed Your Son to the nations by the guidance of a star.  Lead 
me to Your glory in Heaven by the light of faith.  Amen.  
  

 
 
 
Luke 1:67-79 
 
Zechariah his father, filled with the Holy Spirit, prophesied, saying: “Blessed 
be the Lord, the God of Israel; for he has come to his people and set them free. 
 
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of his servant 
David. 
 
Through his prophets he promised of old that he would save us from our 
enemies, from the hands of all who hate us. 
 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to set us free from the 
hand of our enemies, free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in 
his sight all the days of our life. 
 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go 
before the Lord to prepare his way, to give his people knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon 
us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to 
guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 
 
 
 



 
 

December 25, 2020 
 
 
Daily Prayer - Christmas Day 
 
Almighty God and Father of light, a Child is born to us, a Son is given to 
us.  Your eternal Word came down from Heaven in the silent watches of the 
night, and now we are filled with wonder at the glory of our God.  Open my 
heart to receive His life, that I may be filled with His glory and peace.  Amen.  

 
 
John 1:1-18 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 

He was in the beginning with God. All things came to be through him, and without 

him nothing came to be. 
 

What came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race; 
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to testify to the 
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 

He was in the world, and the world came to be through him, but the world did not 

know him. He came to what was his own, but his own people did not accept him. 
 

But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to those 
who believe in his name, who were born not by natural generation nor by human 
choice nor by a man’s decision but of God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, 
the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. 
 

John testified to him and cried out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘The one 
who is coming after me ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.’” 
 

From his fullness we have all received, grace in place of grace, because while the law 
was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
 

No one has ever seen God. The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s side, has 

revealed him. 
 



 
 

December 26, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
God our Father, I rejoice in the birth of the Savior.  Help me to share His life 
completely by living as He has taught.  Amen.  
  

 
 
 
Matthew 10:17-22 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: “Beware of men, for they will hand you over to 
courts and scourge you in their synagogues, and you will be led before 
governors and kings for my sake as a witness before them and the pagans. 
 
When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what 
you are to say. 
 
You will be given at that moment what you are to say. 
 
For it will not be you who speak but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you. 
 
Brother will hand over brother to death, and the father his child; children will 
rise up against parents and have them put to death. 
 
You will be hated by all because of my name, but whoever endures to the end 
will be saved.” 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

December 27, 2020 
 
Daily Prayer - Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 
Eternal Father, I want to live as Jesus, Mary and Joseph, in peace with You 
and Your people.  May the Holy Family strengthen me to face the troubles of 
life.  Amen. 

 
 
Luke 2:22-40 
 

When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, They took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is 

written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated 
to the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in 
accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord. Now there was a man in 

Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. 
 

This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was upon him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should 
not see death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. 
 

He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to him, He took him into his arms 
and blessed God, saying: “Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, 

according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in 

sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your 
people Israel.” 
 

The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; and Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is destined for the fall 
and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted —and you 
yourself a sword will pierce— so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
 

There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  
She was advanced in years, having lived seven years with her husband after her 
marriage, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the 

temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. And coming forward at 
that very time, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were 
awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.  
 

When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 



 
 

December 28, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
The Holy Innocents 
 
Father, the Holy Innocents offered You praise by the death they suffered for 
Christ.  May my life bear witness to the faith I profess with my lips.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Matthew 2:13-18 
 
When the magi had departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to 
Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. 
 

Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him.” 
 

Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed for 
Egypt. 
 

He stayed there until the death of Herod, that what the Lord had said through 
the prophet might be fulfilled, Out of Egypt I called my son. 
 

When Herod realized that he had been deceived by the magi, he became 
furious. 
 

He ordered the massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two 
years old and under, in accordance with the time he had ascertained from the 
magi. 
 

Then was fulfilled what had been said through Jeremiah the prophet: A voice 
was heard in Ramah, sobbing and loud lamentation; Rachel weeping for her 
children, and she would not be consoled, since they were no more. 
 
 

 
 



 
 

December 29, 2020 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of Christ our Light into the world 
has made the darkness vanish. Teach me to boldly proclaim the birth of Your 
Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 
Luke 2:22-35 
 
When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the 
womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of 
turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the law of 
the Lord. 
 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. 
 

This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
 

It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death 
before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. 
 

He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to him, he took him 
into his arms and blessed God, saying: “Lord, now let your servant go in 
peace; your word has been fulfilled: my own eyes have seen the salvation 
which you prepared in the sight of every people, a light to reveal you to the 
nations and the glory of your people Israel.” 
 

The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; and 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 
destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
contradicted (and you yourself a sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be revealed.” 



 
 

December 30, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Father of peace, accept my faith and sincerity.  By sharing in the mystery of 
Jesus Your Son, draw me closer to You and to all Your people.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 2:36-40 
 
There was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
 
She was advanced in years, having lived seven years with her husband after 
her marriage, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.  
 
She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and 
prayer. 
 
And coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and spoke 
about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.  
 
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God 
was upon him. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

December 31, 2020 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Lord, I thank You for the year now coming to a close.  Although I experienced ups 
and downs, I still have my life and too many blessings to count.  I praise You for 
all my gifts.  Help me to carry into the New Year the lessons I learned from the 
year past.  May I always be challenged to do more and to be more.  Amen.  

 
 
John 1:1-18 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came to be through him, and 
without him nothing came to be. 
 

What came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human 
race; the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to 
testify to the light. 
 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 

He was in the world, and the world came to be through him, but the world did 
not know him. He came to what was his own, but his own people did not accept 
him. 
 

But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to 
those who believe in his name, who were born not by natural generation  
nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision but of God. And the Word became 

flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the 
Father’s only-begotten Son, full of grace and truth. 
 

John testified to him and cried out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘The one 
who is coming after me ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.’” 
 

From his fullness we have all received, grace in place of grace, because while the 
law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
 

No one has ever seen God. The only-begotten Son, God, who is at the Father’s 
side, has revealed him. 


